The Augsburg Confession
Chief Articles of Faith in the Bible and the Quran:
Article 1: God
God or Allah: Arab Christians use the term Allah for God. Of course, their understanding of what this term means differs from that of Christians, but both have the same referent in mind. 

Who is God in Islam?

“He is God, The one and Only; God, the Eternal, Absolute; He baguettes not, nor is He begotten; and there is none Like unto Him.”
 This verse is held to be worth a third of the whole Quran. The cornerstone of Mohamed’s message was the absolute unity and sovereignty of God.
Who is God in the Bible? Article 1(pg. 57, paragraph 2)
God is one divine essence who is eternal, without a body, without parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness. He is the maker and preserver of all things, visible and invisible Mark 12:29-32; John 17:3

Yet there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matt 28:19).

The Trinity: The worst sin imaginable, from the Muslim perspective, is to identify or associate something created with the creator, such as Jesus the prophet. This sin is called shirk in Arabic. (Quran 5:73 Trinity is blasphemy)
Grace or Disgrace:  Muslims ask: Why would a Holy and Sovereign God, who has no beginning and no end, all of a sudden, become a man in the person of Jesus, and invade this world of sin in order to disgrace Himself? Why then is the concept of Grace absent in Islam?
Article 2: Original Sin, Gen 2:17; Jer 17:9

1- Unlike the Augsburg definition of sin (pg 57), sin in Islam is not actually sin. It is described exactly, like the Roman church’s idea of concupiscence -the inborn inclination to sin- but with a Quranic touch added to it: In Islam Adam and Eve did not actually commit a sin; they were only deceived by Satan who is considered the chief of all sinners. Since the Quran does not put much emphasis on the total gravity of Adam’s transgression, a Muslim is not as concerned about getting right with God –justification- as much as he is consumed by serving God- Good deeds- to the point of death (Jihad)
2- And unlike the Augsburg Confession’s medicine for sin, and how this disease can only be cured by the cleansing, healing, and forgiving blood of God’s own Son-The Cross-, in Islam human beings are no more fallen than they are forgiven; because they are not fallen, they have no need for Jesus as their savior. But since they are not saved either, they were given Sharia (law) which alone will earn them the desired salvation. So who is Jesus?
Article: 3 the Son of God

“Our Lord Jesus Christ is one person having two natures: truly God and truly man… 

Who was born of the verging Mary, truly suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He did this to reconcile the Father to us and to be crucified, not only to the original guilt, also for all actual sins of mankind (John 1:29)
Quran: About Jesus; 5:75 “…the Son of Mary, was no more than a messenger…His mother was a women of truth, they had both to eat their food. See how Allah makes his signs clear to them; yet they are deluded away from the truth” 1 John 2:22; 2 John 1:7
Quran: About the Cross 4:157”…But they kill him not, nor crucified Him, but so it was made to appear to them…for a surety they killed Him not
Questions that demand answers:
1- How does the concept of Law and Gospel fit between article 2-sin- & article 3-Jesus- which necessarily leads to article- Justification? “The art of Listening”. Eugene Peterson: “Care of the Soul “. Or Dr, Robert Kolb:” Speaking The Gospel Today”. Gen 16:11; 17:20; 21:17
2- The God of the Quran –Allah- is just, but yet rejects the crucifiction. So how can Allah be a fair judge? How can he exercise Law –judgment- and Gospel-Mercy- at the same time? Rom 3:25-26
Was it legally right for a just God to kill His sinless Son? 
In His mercy, on the Cross, God’s action goes against all logic, reason, and secular Law
He “justifies the ungodly” Rom 4:5

Article 4-Justification
Process salvation Vs. Instant Justification:
 God’s plan for salvation from the beginning of history has always been about justification
1- Gen 4:5&. Heb 11:4    Cain vs. Abel   (Luther)
2- Gen 15:5; Gen 22:2; Rom 4:1-5 Abraham believed the Lord and he credited to him as…The Old Testament idea that God is the Righteous One, Who creates and gives righteousness, comes to life in a new way.
3-Noah Gen 6:8; “Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord”; “Noah did everything just as the Lord commanded him “Gen 6:22
4- David Psalm 32:1-2; can a prophet, an adulterer and a murderer properly sing religious songs to God. Muslims are not only surprised he sinned against God, but that he could sin religious song to God. “My song tongue will joyfully sing of thy righteousness! “ Psalm 51:14
5- Isaiah 53:11 “My righteous servant will justify man”
6- Habakkuk 2:4 “The righteous will live by faith”

7- Jesus Luke 18:14 the Pharisee and tax collector: “... He who humbles himself will be exalted’
8- Luther’s discovery Rom 1:17 A lien Righteousness VS Civil Righteousness
9- Today, what is your motive in making disciples, now that you are justified in Christ?
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	Crucifixion

Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, Matt. 27:35
	That they said (in boast) “We killed Christ Jesus, the son of Mary, the messenger of Allah,” but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those who differ therein are full of doubts with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow, for of a surety they killed him not. (Surah 4:157)

	Deity of Jesus

And Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matt. 16:16).
	The Jews call “Uzayr a son of God,” and the Christians call “Christ the son of God.” That is a saying from their mouth,; (In this) they but imitate what the Unbelievers of old used to say. Allah’s curse be on them: how they deluded away from the Truth! (Surah 9:30).

	Authority of Jesus

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom he has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. (Heb. 1:1-3).


	Christ, the son of Mary, was no more than a messenger; many were the messengers that passed away before him. His mother was of woman of truth. They had both to eat their (daily) food. See how Allah doth make his Signs clear to them; Yet see in what ways they are deluded away form the truth. (Surah 5:75).


