The Evidence of Earth’s Violent Geologic Past

Figure 1
The Ring of Fire (Flat Projection)

Figure 2
Ring of Fire, (Spherical Projection)

Figure 3
Ocean Trenches
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Figure 4
Active Volcanoes
Kamchatka Peninsula to Japan and South
Volcanoes of Kamchatka
The Kamchatka Peninsula is one of the most active volcanic regions along the Pacific Ring of Fire. Over a hundred
volcanoes stretch across this land mass, a dozen or more of which have currently active vents. A majority of the
volcanoes are composite stratocones, and the youngest are located along the eastern half of the peninsula.
Kliuchevskoi, one of the most active and renown volcanoes in the world, dominates Kamchatka's main cluster of
volcanoes: the Kliuchi Group. Two major volcanic ranges lie in a north, north-eastern line, the older, less active range
occupies the central and western half of Kamchatka. The younger, more active belt begins at the southern-most point
of the peninsula and continues upward along the Pacific coastline. Kamchatka's immense volcanoes, calderas, lava
flows and ash deposits are testament to this region's volcanic nature.
Source of Information: NASA SP-486 (Short, Nicholas M.; Robert W. Blair Jr.; eds. 1986, Geomorphology from Space:
A Global Overview of Regional Landforms)
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Figure 4
Active Volcanoes
South Asia and South Oceania

Figure 5
The Oceanic
Ridges
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Figure 6
Active Volcanoes
Andes Range in South America

Figure 7
Active Volcanoes
New Zealand
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Figure 8
Active Volcanoes
The Kamchatka Peninsulas and the Aleutians

Karymsky Volcano and Lake, in S.E. Kamchatka Peninsula

Figures 9 and 10
Karymsky volcano shown above has erupted 29 times since its first known eruption in 1771.
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Figure 9
Active Volcanoes
North America
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Mt St. Helens Before the Explosion
Before May 18, 1980

Mt. St. Helens: The Caldera Today
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Tambora Caldera, Indonesia

Diameter
4.75 miles

In the evening of 5 April 1815 the lieutenant-governor of Java, Sir
Stamford Raffles, instructed two boats in Batavia (the present Jakarta)
to go to the Java Sea because incredible explosions were heard (they
thought there was a ship in danger).
Later it would become clear that it was the Tambora volcano which
caused the loud noise.
An image of Tambora volcano from above, the volcano is located in
the middle of the picture.
In total 10,000 people on Sumbawa and the islands around it had been
killed, after which 82,000 people would die from starvation and
diseases (a cholera epidemic broke out).
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A big part of Sumbawa was covered with a 4.5 ft. ash
layer. The sea around the island was strewn with dead
trees and big pumice stones were found floating
everywhere.
A week later when the heavy eruptions came to an end.
Tambora was not 13,500 feet tall anymore, but only
8,500 feet.
The volcano was burning and rumbling for 3 months
before it came a state of rest. The most explosive
eruptions were audible for a distance of over 1000 miles.
The most extensive effect was that people around the
world noticed something strange about the climate.

Mt Tambora Caldera Today

Geologists (of our time) have calculated that the Tambora volcano blew about 1,700,000 tons of debris into the
air. Most of it fell in the vicinity of Sumbawa. The rest of the debris was pulverized to a talc-like dust. It was so
light that it hung in the atmosphere. The dust was carried high into the stratosphere where it began to float
around the earth. Due to this immense cloud of dust, a part of the incoming sunlight was bounced back into
space, through which the earth was given less sunlight. The dust also worked like a big filter which caused
beautiful orange sunsets.
Although nobody was in the vicinity to study the eruption of Tambora closely, the reports on the intensity of the
eruption and the surface on which ash has fallen provided an addition to the view people had on volcanology
these days.
1816 became known as the “Year Without a Summer” because of the impact on North American and European
weather. In the Northern Hemisphere, agricultural crops failed and livestock died, resulting in the worst famine
of the 19th century.

Lake Toba (Caldera)
Lake Toba is an oval lake
(approximately 53 miles by 20 miles).
In Indonesian it is called Danau Toba.
It is located on the island of Sumatra
and was created by the eruption of a
supervolcano that may have been the
largest eruption in earth’s history.
More than 2500 cubic kilometers of
magma was erupted. The eruption led
to the final formation of one of earths
largest calderas.
After the eruption, resurgent doming
formed the massive Samosir Island in
the caldera. There have been lesser
eruptions in its past. Lack of
vegetation in some areas suggest that
the most recent eruption may have occurred before the region became populated.
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Lake Toba, The Crater Lake of Indonesia

Conclusion:
There is a plethora of information that suggests that the earth has had an active geological history. In
light of Biblical data and geologic evidence, the earth seems to have been one large supercontinent that
“floated” apart due to extreme global-altering forces.
It is reasonable to suggest that the Flood of Noah came to pass as a result of this history. The existence
of the “ring of fire” and the mid-oceanic ridges testify to a violent past. The volcanoes now active are
quite possibly the evidence of larger, more active volcanoes and supervolcanoes that led to the global
catastrophe of the Flood.
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